


 St. John’s Grace United Church of Christ 
1000 S Rolling Road, Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 11:00 AM 

 

Vision Statement: 
Our vision is to be a community of faith and a voice of hope 

following Jesus’ way of love and service. 
 

Mission Statement: 
We serve God as Christ called us, to love our neighbor and 

minister to everyone. We welcome you to join us no matter who 
you are or where you are on life’s journey. 

 
www.stjohnsuccmd.com 

 
Nursery care is available during service for young children. 

Church School is offered during service after the Passing of the Peace 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
+ Please rise in body or in spirit                 Congregation reads text in bold italic. 
  

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Centering Prayer and Silence                           
 We rise today, through the strength of heaven, the light of the 

sun, the radiance of the moon, the splendor of fire, the speed 
of lightning, the swiftness of wind, the depth of the sea, the 
stability of the earth, the firmness of rock. 

 

Silent Meditation 
 

Lighting of the Presence Candle  
 In lighting this candle, we acknowledge that:  

God is here, now, everywhere, always. 
 
+Opening Hymn: Praise With Joy the World’s 

Creator 
NCH #273 

 
 
 
 
 

+Invocation and Call to Worship   
 O God, give us light in our hearts,  
 And light in our tongues, 
 Light in our hearing and light in our sight, 
 Light in our feeling and light in our bodies, 
 Light before us and light behind us. 
 Give us, we pray, light on our right hands,  
 And light on our left hands and light above us. 
 Give us light beneath us. 
 O God, increase light within us, 
 And give us light to illuminate us. 

 

Prayer for Transformation  
We find life in you, the same life in us, the same pulse of a 
heartbeat that is noticed by the miracle of our awareness. We 
see the hands that work, the arms that carry, the legs and feet 
that bear the weight of our body. The gravity that holds us close 
to earth never stops, continuously sharing presence with us. 
Nothing exists without this awareness that sees everything 
through our eyes, that hears every sound, the deep, dark tone of 
emptiness breaking open into new life. Help us keep the beauty 
of life sacred, letting it unfold before our patient eyes. Help us 
to notice the small behaviors of a resurrected body, the 
sensitivity and tenderness, the quiet astonishment of new 
movement. May we celebrate the simple walk home after life 
has been raised up and made new. Raise us from a deathly 
existence, so we might transcend all that is incomplete, 
everything that has been denied, and from this perspective, 
grant us light that when we walk among people, we will find the 
eternity that exists within us. Amen. 
 

The Prayer for New Life 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray: 
We sometimes lose our awareness of your presence God, and 
we feel as is you are distant, and your silence can be 
overwhelming. Our thoughts, our words, and our actions lose 
connection to your love and mercy. Our decisions do not 
always reflect your divine justice and forgiveness. But here, 
now, we return to you by opening our hearts and minds to 



you. May our whole being – body, mind, and spirit – turn and 
face you, may we acknowledge the power of your truth and 
love, may that truth transform us, make us new, so we may 
live a life that fully responds to your invitation to have life and 
to live in abundance. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Grace 
The love of God is given to us without requirements or 
condition, it comes to us with grace and mercy. God’s love is 
eternal, and nothing can separate us from God’s love. Receive 
God’s love and honor that love by giving that love to others and 
to life in the same way revealed to us by Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

+Passing of the Peace 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

The Hebrew Reading: Genesis 12:1-9  

Ministry of Music:   

+The Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26  

Reflection:  Rev. Jeff Munnis 

Hymn of Reflection: He Touched Me Celebration #505 

 
 

Prayers for the Church and for the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

WE SHARE OUR GIFTS 

Invitation to Generosity:  
God calls us to be a light to the world. We make our offering as 
witness to God’s love at work among us. In gratitude for the 
gifts we have received, and in hope for the light God is still 
bringing into the world. Amen. 

 

Your generous offerings are appreciated and used for 
continuing the missions of this church.  

 

For electronic giving, a QR code is available in the pews or in 
your bulletin at the end of the printed worship service. 

 
 

+Doxology                

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Words of Institution 
We come to this table knowing that Jesus instituted the 
sacrament of communion at a Passover meal, through his call for 
us to remember him, and in remembering him we recognize that 
he revealed to us a God of truth and love, a God of presence, our 
God of mercy and forgiveness. He took bread, blessed it, and 
shared it. We have learned that in our sharing, the elements we 
share become sacred. The bread and drink, through our prayers 
and blessing, become gifts emblematic of God’s abundance and 
providence. 

 

Blessing of the Elements 
Pour out your Spirit on us and these gifts of bread and drink, so 
in this sharing we recognize Christ in our midst. This offering of 
praise and thanksgiving is an offering of us to you. Hasten the 
day when the prophets’ dreams come to pass: when justice rolls 
down like waters and nations no longer threaten each other, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. This we pray by the 
authority of Jesus and in your holy grace. Amen. 



The Invitation to Communion 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. This is bread 
and beverage for the journey. In this church community, we 
share an inclusive communion, which means you need not be a 
member of this congregation or any community of faith to join 
us at the table. We believe Jesus Christ sets the table and Christ 
welcomes all. Likewise, no one is required by the host to 
participate. Now, let all who wish to share in this meal, 
partake, for God’s table is ready. 

 
Receiving the Bread and the Cup 

Gluten free elements are available 
The trays of covenant include – inner circle of grape juice 

                                                  the outer circles are wine. 
Parents, please help your children in selecting. 

 
Please hold the elements and we will commune together. 

Words for partaking the bread:  The bread of life 
Words for partaking the wine:    A cup to remember 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Please take communion cup and dispose of it in the 
Narthex after worship. 

 
Hymn During Communion: All Who Hunger 

Gather Gladly 
Faith We 

Sing #2126 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks for the gifts we have received during this 
communion of remembrance. We are sustained by the 
spiritual power of your presence. Your presence strengthens 
us, gives us hope, inspires us to share your love. May we grow 
in love, may we grow in our ability to see and understand 
your truth. Help us to hold sacred the covenant promised by 
Jesus that you are in us, and we are in you, through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
  

WE GO OUT TO LIVE AND TO SERVE 

+Commission and Blessing  

 
Our worship is ended.  
Our service begins.  
What does God need from us? 

 
“Simply do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
your God.” 

 

Continue to serve with faith and love, 
Depart from this time today committed to sharing the best of 
yourself,  
Through extravagant generosity of time and resources,  
Meeting the needs of others, both spoken and unspoken, seen 
and unseen, heard and unheard. 

 
We will go now to share loving compassion and hope for 
justice with the world. 

 
My dear friends in faith, will you go into your worlds to be 
people of God in Christ’s name? 

 We will. Amen! 
 
 

+Closing Hymn: The Trees of the Field Faith We 
Sing #2279 

 
+Benediction   

 
 
 
 
 

We welcome you this morning, and invite you to return, 
and worship with us every Sunday morning at 11:00 AM 

 
For your convenience you can scan our QR code 

to contribute electronically. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Name Tags for Members and Friends! 

Members and friends are asked to wear name tags for worship 
time because they help other people. It is also helpful for folks 
who may know the face but not the name of another.  Wearing 
a name tag is voluntary but shows that you care about others.  
 

If you need a name tag, please ask a greeter or usher at the 
welcome desk to fill out a badge request slip! 
 
 
 

New Address: 
Michele and Hogie Rolf 
209 Mountain Rd 
Linthicum Heights, MD  21090 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Grace United Church of Christ 
Stjohnsuccmd.com 

410-744-5700 
welcome@stjohnsgraceucc.org 

 
Senior Pastor and Interim Minister: Rev Jeff Munnis 

Email: revjeffmunnis@stjohnsgraceucc.org 
Office Manager:  Barbara Burck 

Email: barbara@stjohnsgraceucc.org 

 

Connections… 
Connecting our community through prayers, thoughts, and actions 
– no matter where we are today! 

 
WE HOLD in LOVE and PRAYER:   

Please keep these friends and loved ones in your prayers! If there is 
someone you would like added to our list, let Pastor Jeff or Barbara 

know.  The church email is welcome@stjohnsgraceucc.org.  
 

Those added to the prayer list will remain for three months before being 
removed.  If prayers need to be continued for another three months, 

please let Barbara know your request. 
 

Prayers for the people of Cuba during power blackout 
 

 
Cards and Visits Welcome 

Mrs. Lois Benson 
Keswick Rehabilitation 
700 West 40th Street 
Baltimore, MD 21211 

Keswick Phone 410-235-8860 
 

 

  

Continuing Prayers Serving Our Country 
Linda Ballard Michael Barbarino Joe Clark 
Judy Saul Andrew Robey Jon Fuller 
Nicole Webb Ty Smith Jay Robey 
Ken Mowery Tom Myers Josh Tullius 
Danny Waltemyer John Howard Jason Shoemaker 
Lois & Jim Benson   
Linda Ballard   
Family of Herb Dement Hospice Assisted Living 
Family of Kathy Collins  Doris Bush 
Mary Weaver  Virginia Hoffman 
Luanne Schaeffer   
   



Upcoming Meetings & Events 
ONA Lunch & Learn Sun, June 7th  Noon-1:30 Hall 

Sorrento Restaurant Event Sun, June 14th  Noon – 8:00 Arbutus 
Ministries Council Mtg Tues, June 16th   6:30 pm Zoom 
Board of Trustees Mtg Tues, June 16th   7:00 pm Zoom 

Celebrate with Us! Sun, June 28th 5:30 pm Hall 
 

Governing Body Minutes 
Our governing body consists of the Board of Trustees and the Ministries 
Council. Meetings are held monthly via Zoom. Interested parties are 
welcome. Contact the office if you would like a paper copy or email 
copy. 
 

View Past Services on our Website 
If you missed a worship service here at St. John’s Grace, you can now 
view the service on our website!   
Go to www.stjohnsuccmd.com Worship/ Online Worship tab and 
scroll down to the service you would like to view. 
They are on our YouTube channel so you can subscribe if you like. 
 

Deadline for Submitting Announcements 
Announcements or changes to announcements need to be submitted by 
noon on Tuesday prior to the Sunday service to be included in the 
bulletin.  Email to barbara@stjohnsgraceucc.org. 

 

  
 
 

 

Sorrento’s Restaurant Fundraiser 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, June 14th Noon until 8PM 
Join us after worship in Arbutus for fun, fellowship 

and good food.  You can eat in and/or take out.  
 

Make sure to mention St. John’s Grace so we receive 10% of 
all purchases. 

   5401 East Drive, Arbutus, MD 21227  
 
 
  

 

ONA Lunch & Learn  
TODAY!!      Please Attend!  

The Open and Affirming (ONA) and the 
Hospitality Committees remind you to join us 

for lunch in Fellowship Hall today, noon – 1:30.  Enjoy lunch 
while heaing about why we should become ONA and discussing: 
 

 - What does affirming mean to you? 
        - How do you affirm others? 
        - How does being ONA change our church? 
 
Our next Lunch & Learns will be held on July 12th and August 7th. 
 
Please save the dates! 
 
 
 

Come and Celebrate with Us!  
 

Evening Worship Service on Sunday, June 28th   5:30 pm 
Good Music, Good Food, Good Community 

                                  Share a Meal 
                               Worship Service 

                                Ice Cream Social 
                                   Followed by a concert by  

 
 
 

Featuring Favorite Marches and Patriotic Songs 
 

Reminder Note: No Worship on Sunday Morning 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Westside Men’s Shelter Donation Needs 
 

There is an ongoing need for shower shoes (flip flops) 
and these can be given and collected at any time into the bin in 

the Mission Hallway. 
 
 

CEA:  June is for Pancakes! 
 

If you can find smaller boxes or bags of pancake 
mix – they will work better for our clients.  

Many are families of 1-2.   
But all sizes are accepted. 

 

As usual, CEA welcomes ANY food, at any time! 
CEA can use any donations so please pick up whatever you can for 

our neighbors!  
When Faith Goes to Market – It Always Takes a Basket! 

Always available ways to help CEA: 
       Include a donation marked ‘CEA’ in the offering plate.  
       Go to the ‘Donations’ page on our website and use the CEA button   
to donate via credit/debit card. 
 Gift cards are accepted to enable CEA to purchase needed foods. 
 

Please stop by our new website:  www.catonsvillehelp.org for lots of 
information about CEA and your community! 

   

Mission & Outreach Transitional Hold-Alls  
The National Capital Treatment and Recovery Center (a 
nonprofit organization based in Arlington & Alexandria, 

VA) provides substance abuse and mental health 
treatment to those who need these services. One of their programs 
is an 84-bed residential treatment center for men who are in need.  
When admitted, these men usually have their belongings in paper 

bags.   
You can help them feel prouder when they leave with the 

donation of gently used or new backpack, duffle bag, or piece of 
luggage. 

Please forward donations for Ken or Charlene Mowery.   
 

 
  

Happy Birthday, 
 June Babies 
 

4 Phyllis Dean 
5 Nancy Gardner 
9 Clint Dean 
14 Jamie Mowery 
17 Diane Powell 
20 Josh Tullius 
30 James Burck 

 
 

Happy birthday also, to those 
we may have missed! 
 


