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St. John’s Grace United Church of Christ The Way of Jesus, his life and his death, have revealed God’s

1000 S Rolling Road, Catonsville, Maryland 21228 never-ending love for us.
Good Friday Through the revelation found in Christ we see life, even in
April 3,2026 7:00 PM the midst of death.
Vision Statement: +Opening Hymn:  When I Survey the Wondrous NCH #224

Our vision is to be a community of faith and a voice of hope

. : C
following Jesus’ way of love and service. ross
www.stjohnsuccmd.com First Reading: Isaiah 52:13 — 53:12
ORDER OF WORSHIP Responsive Reading: adapted from Psalm 22
+ Please rise in body or in spirit Congregation reads text in bold italic. God, oh God, why have you forsaken us? Why are you so far

from saving us, from the words of our groaning?

O my God, we cry by day, but you do not answer, and by
night, but we find no rest.

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you
our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.

To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and
were not put to shame. But we are barely human, scorned
by others and despised by many.

Many mock us; “They trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver
them; let the Lord rescue them, for they delight in God!”

Yet you are the One who took us from the womb; you made
us trust you at our mother’s breasts. On you we were cast
Jfrom my birth, and from our mother’s womb you have been
our God.

Be not far from us, for trouble is near, and there is none to
help. Many evils surround us; strong evils and idolatry
surround us;

We are poured out like water, and all our bones are out of
joint; our hearts are like wax; it is melted within our
breasts; our strength is dried up like a potsherd, and our
tongues stick to our jaws; you lay us in the dust of death.

A multitude of unbelief encircles us; they pierce us with
condemnation and spite. Our bodies and minds are weary, the
things we value are dismissed and taken from us.

But you, O Lord, do not be far off! Come quickly to my aid!
Deliver our souls from the sword, save our precious lives
from ignorance, separation, and spiritual death. Rescue us,
redeem us, transform us according to your Truth.

Lighting of the Presence Candle
In lighting this candle, we acknowledge that:
God is here, now, everywhere, always.

+Invocation
We gather tonight to remember the Passion of Jesus Christ, to
invoke the Presence of God so that we might be witness to a
great process of transformation and change. This first step of
bearing witness asks us to remember the story as it has been
handed down to us for two thousand years.
May we bring our full attention to the things we see and
hear tonight; may our consciousness rise to the level of
commitment and recognition of our role in carrying forward
this legacy. Amen.

+ Call to Worship
Today, Good Friday, we remember that the Lord of Life was
rejected, mocked, scourged, and then put to death on the
Cross.
We are reminded of the role which our own brokenness
contributes to the suffering and agony of this world.
Christ, obedient to Truth, to Life, to the will of God, bore
witness to our brokenness and the brokenness of the world,
our separation from God, our denial of the Oneness that
connects us all together in the commonwealth of God.
By his life, his ministry, and his death on a cross we are
redeemed. We are set free from bondage to death and our
brokenness is healed.



Second Reading: Hebrews 10:1-25
Ministry of Music
+The Gospel Reading: John 19:1-37

The Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Reflection and Words of Assurance: Rev. Jeff Munnis
Closing Hymn: O Sacred Head Now Wounded NCH #226

Departure in Silence and Peace

The lights in the sanctuary are dimmed or extinguished.
Our worship is paused and will continue Easter morning.



